Shoreline protection planting made easy
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General rules of thumb
· Do plant  shrubs and trees however, it is still best to let nature take its course, grass is to be avoided ;
· Do not remove dead trees, they provide fauna with shelter and food. Only remove infected trees or trees which pose a danger to public safety;
· In the case of erosion, stabilize your shore using bundles of willow sticks or branches. Warning! A specialist is required if you wish to stabilize your shore using concrete, wood or rocks;
· Maintain the natural state of your shore or littoral by avoiding all use of pesticides and fertilizers on your  waterfront property 
· Here is a list of plants and small shrubs that love to be near water and have their roots wet. They do well to absorb run off and survive spring flooding quite well.  All are good for our zone.
	Full sun to part shade
	Full sun
	Mostly shade 

	American elder (Sambucus canadensis
Arrowwood (Viburnum dentatum) 
River birch (Betula nigra) 
Marsh marigold (Caltha palustris) 
Quamash (Camassia quamash) Palm sedge (Carex muskingumensis) 
Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis) 
Black alder (Alnus glutinosa) Goatsbeard (Aruncus dioicus) Summersweet (Clethra alnifolia) Red osier dogwood (Cornus 
Joe Pye weed (Eupatorium fistulosum) 
Winterberry (Ilex verticillata) 
Spice bush (Lindera benzoin) Cardinal flower (Lobelia cardinalis) Blue lobelia (L. siphilitica) 
Bee balm (Monarda didyma) 
	Dwarf Arctic, willow (Salix purpurea 'Nana') 
Blue vervain (Verbena hastata) Swamp milkweed (Asclepias incarnata) 

	Lady fern (Athyrium filix-femina) White turtlehead (Chelone glabra) 
Water avens (Geum rivale) 
Cinnamon fern (Osmunda cinnamomea) 
Royal fern (O. regalis) 



http://cohpoa.org/Native%20Trees,%20Shrubs%20and%20Plants%20for%20Shoreline.pdf
The above article is excellent and points to trees that act naturally to fiter run off.  It was written by Haliburton master gardeners. 
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