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Dear Friends and Neighbours of Bell Lake / Fraser Lake
This year our lake is facing one of its greatest challenges. Cyanobacteria, known as blue green algae covers Bell Lake.   For more information on the causes and dangers of cyanobacteria, see the links below.
We must work together to clean this up and prevent it from spreading further and into Fraser Lake. Only a concerted, coordinated effort will bear results. 
http://www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/eau/flrivlac/algues-en.htm    
http://sante.gouv.qc.ca/en/conseils-et-prevention/algues-bleu-vert/
Key Factors Affecting Growth:
Phosphorus and nitrogen in the water from
· Runoff of garden and lawn fertilizers
· Animal waste runoff 
· Faulty septic systems
· Removal of lakeshore vegetation/trees which provide shade and protect from runoff and nutrient leeching
· Use of phosphates in household cleaning products
· Personal hygiene in the lake
· Increased rainfall and slow moving water
· Fireworks and camp fires near the water
What Can We Do?  We all have a part to play
· Take responsibility; what you do has an impact on the lake, positively or negatively
· Get informed, act on the information, spread the word!
· Participate in meetings and lobbying activities of the Bell Fraser Lake Association 
· Have your septic system inspected and repaired if needed
· Avoid using fertilizers on lawns and garden 
· Maintain septic and have it pumped regularly
· Verify laundry detergents and cleaning products to ensure they are phosphate free
· Do not use the lakes for personal hygiene
· Pick up animal waste
· Don’t set off fireworks near the water; ensure ashes from camp fires are contained, then disposed of properly
· Naturalise/revegetate your shoreline (see more below)
At the request of our lake association, the Municipality will be inspecting all septic systems and shorelines around the lake, please cooperate.
Critical Lakeshore Protection:
Plants and shrubs within 15 meters (50 feet) are critical for filtering nutrients and preventing leeching into the lake.   
Aside from a small access point and or window to view the lake do not remove existing trees from the shoreline.
Where vegetation is scarce or has been removed, plant trees and shrubs and allow wild vegetation to grow. 
Below is a useful guide to avoid the use pf phosphates and revegetate your shorelines.
	Phosphate Free Products
	Suggested Trees / Plants / Shrubs

	Dish Soap:
Bio life (Shoppers, Canadian Tire) 
Method (Canadian Tire, well.ca) 
Nature Clean (Home Hardware, well.ca) 
Blueplanet (Canadian Tire) 
Palmolive, Sunlight, Ivory 
Dishwasher Detergent:
Method (Canadian Tire, well.ca) 
Nature Clean (Home Hardware, well.ca) 
Bio life (Shoppers, Canadian Tire) 
Blueplanet (Canadian Tire) 
Liquid Laundry Detergent:
Method (Canadian Tire, well.ca) 
Nature Clean (Home Hardware, well.ca) 
Bio life (Shoppers, Canadian Tire) 
Blueplanet (Canadian Tire) 
Tide, Sunlight, Gain, Purex, La Parisienne, Ivory, 
Zero, Cheer 
Laundry Stain Remover:
Nature Clean (Home Hardware, well.ca) 
Buncha Farmers Stain Remover Bar (Home Hardware) 
Spray n’ Wash 
Tide to Go 
All Purpose Cleaners:
Method (Canadian Tire, well.ca) 
Nature Clean (Home Hardware, well.ca) 
Bio life (Shoppers, Canadian Tire) 
Blueplanet (Canadian Tire) 
Windex, Pine Sol, CLR 
Liquid Hand Soap: 
Method (Canadian Tire, well.ca) 
Nature Clean (Home Hardware, well.ca) 
Bio life (Shoppers, Canadian Tire)

	
Ask your neighbour for seedlings and help. 

Most trees, shrubs perennials and native plants that grow in your particular conditions (sun/ shade), are acceptable.  

Look online, go to the nursery. 

Increasing density by the shoreline is essential.

Generally willows, and dogwood, Spirea, do well.  Even Hosta  works !
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