
Phosphorus ( mg/L)
Canada (CCME – Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment)
The Canadian Water Quality Guidelines for the Protection of Aquatic Life don’t give a single hard threshold, but instead adopt the OECD trophic classification, based on total phosphorus (TP) in open-water samples:
· Oligotrophic target (pristine, coldwater lakes): ≤ .01mg/L
· General “acceptable” level for recreation / cottage use: ≤ .02 mg/L
· Mesotrophic (moderate nutrients, some algae growth):
≈ .01–.02 mg/L
· Warning zone: .02–0.1 mg/L → algae likely, declining quality
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Ecoli (UFC/100ml)
· Must be 0 to be drinkable.  Otherwise, unsafe
· < 200 is acceptable for swimming
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